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June 3 ,  2020

To a l l  our  phys ics  and as t ronomy s tudents ,

L ike  many o f  you,  I  have been rocked by  the events  o f  th is  past  week.  As a  B lack  person,  watch ing 
the murder  o f  George F loyd by  a  wh i te  po l ice  o f f i cer ,  combined wi th  the  the repeated ac ts  o f  v io lence 
aga ins t  B lack  bod ies  by  wh i te  peop le  is  more than jus t  pa in fu l .  I  weep because o f  fear  fo r  my bro thers  
who have both  been s topped mul t ip le  t imes by  po l ice  because they were b lack .  One even had a  SWAT 
Team ca l led  on h im.  As a  B lack  *woman* ,  th is  is  much less  l i ke ly  to  happen to  me,  but  I  must  
suppress th is  dread every  day  as  i t  impacts  the  B lack  men in  my l i fe  tha t  I  love and care  about .

I  do  phys ics  because I  love i t .  (For  those o f  you who know my s tory ,  you know that  I  d idn ’ t  d iscover  
tha t  love unt i l  a f te r  I  g raduated wi th  my degree f rom Kenyon. )  But  potent ia l l y  l i ke  many o f  you,  the  
reason I  majored in  phys ics  was because I  thought  tha t  sub jec ts  l i ke  phys ics  and math  were insu la ted 
f rom the b ias  and inequa l i ty  tha t  o ther  sub jec ts  must  wres t le  w i th .  I  have never  seen a  B lack  or  
Af r ican Amer ican phys ics ,  math ,  chemis t ry ,  CS,  e tc .  c lass ,  l i ke  you might  in  h is tory ,  an thropo logy ,  
po l i t i ca l  sc ience,  ph i losophy,  e tc .  Cer ta in ly  issues o f  race and b ias  don ’ t  show up in  Newton ian 
Mechanics ,  Opt ics ,  Quantum Mechanics ,  and Ast ronomy,  r igh t? !

I f  you have taken A&N f rom me,  because o f  an ass ignment  tha t  runs through the ent i re  te rm,  you are  
a l ready aware that  phys ics  and as t ronomy is  not  immune to  the  sys temic  rac ia l ,  gender ,  and o ther  
b iases that  ex is t  in  the  broader  soc ie ty .  B iases show up in :  wh ich  phys ic is ts  make i t  in to  the  tex tbook 
and which ones don ’ t ,  who gets  funded and who doesn ’ t ,  who gets  recogn ized and who doesn ’ t ,  what  
h igh schoo ls  have access to  a  phys ics  c lass  and which ones don ’ t ,  who gets  ca l led  on in  c lass  and 
who doesn ’ t ,  who has author i ty  in  the  c lassroom and who doesn ’ t ,  ALL o f  these issues fundamenta l ly  
impact  d ivers i ty ,  equ i ty  and inc lus ion (DEI )  w i th in  the  phys ics  communi ty .  We are  not  immune!

As cha i r  fo r  the  next  coup le  o f  years ,  one o f  my goa ls  is  to  work  w i th  my co l leagues to  not  on ly  to  
th ink  about  the  cur r icu lum and how best  to  serve the s tudents  th rough what  is  taught  in  c lasses and 
labs ,  but  a lso  to  weave DEI  th roughout  the  cur r icu lum and depar tmenta l  events  so  that  everyone is  
fo rced to  grapp le  w i th  and ce lebra te  a l l  aspects  o f  what  i t  means to  be a  phys ic is t  in  a  g loba l  
communi ty .  To th is  end,  I  have submi t ted  a  proposa l  to  be a  par t  o f  the  Amer ican Phys ica l  Soc ie ty  
(APS)  Inc lus ion Divers i ty  Equ i ty  A l l iance ( IDEA)  Network  w i th  a  group o f  14 o ther  facu l ty ,  s ta f f ,  and 
s tudents .  The goa l  o f  th is  group is  to  br ing  a l l  depar tmenta l  s takeho lders  together  to  address ( i .e ,  
ac tua l ly  do someth ing about )  DEI  in  our  depar tment .  Regard less  o f  whether  our  proposa l  i s  accepted 
and we get  access to  the  conferences and resources  a f fo rded by  the broader  APS a l l iance,  th is  group 
wi l l  happen.  No mat ter  your  gender ,  race,  re l ig ion ,  or  c reed,  i f  you want  to  be a  par t  o f  th is ,  i t  i s  not  
too  la te !   P lease send me an emai l  (mbay lor )  and I  w i l l  add you to  the  l i s t .  I  w i l l  make a  ca l l  aga in  in  
the  fa l l ,  wh ich  is  when we wi l l  rea l ly  s tar t  work ing on th is .  We would  espec ia l ly  we lcome cur rent  f i rs t -
year  s tudent  vo ices  and whi te  male  s tudent  vo ices ,  wh ich are  cur rent ly  absent  f rom the team.  Th is  is  
not  a  prob lem for  on ly  women and minor i t ies  to  address;  i t  i s  impor tant  fo r  everyone.

As you prepare  to  f in ish  out  the  term,  I  w ish  you the best  o f  luck  on your  f ina l  p ro jec ts ,  papers ,  and 
exams.  That  sa id ,  i f  you need to  ta lk ,  p lease reach out  to  me,  o ther  s tudents ,  facu l ty ,  o r  s ta f f .  We are  
eager  to  suppor t  you.

Best ,
Mar ty




