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This chapter explores the usefulness of Rosi Braidotti's theory of nomadic subjectivity 

in navigating through cross-cultural feminist research while studying abroad. 

Employing an experimental writing style, the piece investigates ways in which 

Braidotti's writing can provide a companion theory as well as an inspiration for students 

studying abroad to reflect on their estrangement from home in terms of a possibility 

to see the world through new eyes and to be transformed in ethical ways. Braidotti's 

theories prove notable here for their usefulness in assisting students studying abroad 

as they face the challenge of thinking through cross-cultural difference in creative 

and nonreductionist ways. 
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This chapter explores the usefulness of Rosi Braidotti's theories of nomadic subjectivity 

in navigating and thinking through cross-cultural encounters and research while 

studying abroad. Written as a collaborative effort on the part of a Women's and Gender 

Studies (WGS) professor and two students, these reflections arise from our shared set of 

educational experiences in Antioch's traveling Women's and Gender Studies in Europe 

(WGSE) program. Across these journeys, rife with cross-cultural encounters and 

challenging us to negotiate creative approaches for thinking nonreductively through 

difference, we have found Rosi Braidotti's work to be indispensably instructive. The 

chapter is experimental in style, and it combines the theoretical and practical questions 

marking our journey with student personal accounts and critical reflections. 

Nomadic Encounters: Turning Difference Toward Dialogue 149 

As the WGSE program director, Iveta has been bringing groups of US undergraduate 

women's/gender studies students on this program to Utrecht, Berlin, Prague, and 

Krakow for a decade now, connecting regularly with WGS scholars in Utrecht. Across the 

years, WGSE students are regularly overjoyed in meeting Braidotti and listening to her 

lectures on Continental feminist philosophy, sexual difference theory, neomaterialism, 

or postsecularism. One of the highlights of the WGSE program, Braidotti's lectures 

introduce students to questions of situatedness of theories and of how scholarly 

inquiry, including feminist scholarship, travels in today's globalized world. 

Along with Braidotti helping introduce WGSE students to Continental feminism, 

her figuration of nomadic subjectivity offers a fitting framework for cross-cultural 

research into feminist topics that each WGSE student conducts as the group travels 

across Europe. While "collecting" information and building a basis of knowledge on the 

topic of their choice, students are asked to conceptualize their research comparatively, 

root it in specific cultural and geopolitical contexts, and avoid projecting patterns and 

frameworks of meaning from their experiences in the United States. Being away from 

home for a whole semester and experiencing pangs of homesickness, students struggle 

to approach difference in its own distinctive context while often at the same time ( on a 

personal and emotional level) yearning for the familiar. It is in these respects that the 

potential utility of Braidotti's writing first expresses itself to us, providing a companion 

theory and a challenge, as well as an inspiration to reflect on the estrangement from 

home not only in terms of a loss but also in terms of a possibility to see the world 

through new eyes and to be transformed in ethical ways. 

One of the difficulties WGSE students face when they come to Europe to conduct 

their feminist research is that they sometimes repeat the mistake that the US feminist 

scholar Kendall initially made when she traveled to Lesotho in the early 1990s in search 

of"fellow lesbians'.' Taking for granted that women who love other women in southern 

Africa would inevitably be making sense of their life experiences and sexuality along 

the same identity categories as what she was accustomed to in the United States, Kend

all was surprised that her questions about lesbians and lesbian sex did not resonate with 

the locals and were met with confusion or laughter (Kendall 1999, p. 162). Bringing 

along our preconceptions and categories of expectation-often despite better intentions

is a story reaching back long before late-twentieth-century feminist scholarship's efforts 

at coming to know the world through encounters across distance, and it should not be 

surprising to find new iterations today. One of the unique things about Kendall's experi

ence is her learning from the disconnection she found to adjust her ears and eyes rather 

than continuing to insist that reality conform to what prior life had prepared her for. 

Now a generation later, into the second decade of the 2000s, WGSE students still 

tend to bring their cultural and generationally specific expectations about identity 

categories with them abroad, although this time, the context is Western and East

Central Europe, with the students more often looking for queer- or trans-identified 

persons rather than lesbians. As Joy writes later on in this chapter, "As a queer femme, 

I came to Europe in pursuit of people like me'.' Confusion and disappointment 

follow when these exact identity scripts do not materialize, and often this failure is 

understood in terms of some sort of time delay, lag, or lack. Driven by an assumption 

of sameness, this search for identity categories that would be recognizable through US 
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